
First written communication
 is around  this time

Written 
Communication

The invention of the 
printing press and the ability

of written communication to be
more widely disbursed.

Printing Press
 

The first books appear.

First Book

American colonies have a higher literacy 
rate than Europe.

In the 1800’s the public school system 
was created.

91%+ US Literacy Rate
 

By the 1920’s some parts of the US have 
a literacy rate of 70%.

70% Literacy Rate

54% of U.S. adults 16-74 years old - 
about 130 million people - lack 

proficiency in literacy, reading below the 
equivalent of a sixth-grade level.

46% Literacy Rate
 

By the 1940’s we started tracking 
reading habits

Data Collection

The ability to read a simple sentence suffices as literacy in many nations, and was the previous standard for the U.S. The country's current 
definition of literacy is the ability to use printed and written information to function in society, to achieve one's goals, and to develop one's 

knowledge and potential.[1] https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literacy_in_the_United_States
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